
Greenbush Middle River School District #2683 
 
Student Meal Policy 
 

I. PURPOSE 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that students receive healthy and 
nutritious meals through the school district’s nutrition program and that 
school district employees, families, and students have a shared 
understanding of expectations regarding meal charges. The policy seeks to 
allow students to receive the nutrition they need to stay focused during the 
school day as well as to maintain the financial integrity of the school 
nutrition program. 

 
II. PAYMENT OF MEALS 

A. Students have use of a meal account. Meal accounts are debit 
accounts; therefore money must be in the account in order for the 
student to use it. We encourage parents/guardians to pay in advance 
of the first day of school. Payments can be made by electronic 
payment option, pay at the school office, or send payment to the 
Greenbush Middle River School District, 401 Park Ave., P.O. Box 70 
Greenbush, MN  56726. Payment may also be made electronically 
utilizing the “PayForIt.net” option located on the district webpage at : 
www.middleriver.k12.mn.us . 

B. If the school district receives school lunch aid under Minn. Stat. 
124D.111, it must make lunch available without charge to all 
participating students who qualify for free or reduced-price meals 
regardless of account balance. 

C. Charging of school meals is discouraged. Food service staff will 
contact parents/guardians of negative meal accounts to arrange 
payment. All students will be provided a meal regardless of mal 
account status. 

 
III. LOW OR NEGATIVE ACCOUNT BALANCES – NOTIFICATION 

A. The school district will make reasonable efforts to notify families 
when meal account balances are low or fall below zero. 

B. Families will be notified of an outstanding negative balance. Families 
may be notified by letters sent home, email, and/or phone call. 

C. Reminders for payment of outstanding student meal balances will not 
demean or stigmatize any student participating in the school lunch 
program. 

 
IV. UNPAID MEAL CHARGES 

A. The school district will make reasonable efforts to communicate with 
families to resolve the matter of unpaid charges. Where appropriate, 
families may be encouraged to apply for free and reduced-price meals 
for their children. 

http://www.middleriver.k12.mn.us/


B. The school district will make reasonable efforts to collect unpaid meal 
charges classified as delinquent debt. Unpaid meal charges are 
designated as delinquent debt when payment is overdue, the debt is 
considered collectable and efforts are being made to collect it. 

 
V. COMMUNICATION OF POLICY 

A. This policy and any pertinent supporting information shall be 
provided in writing (i.e., mail, email, back-to school packet, student 
handbook etc.) to: 
1. All households at or before the start of each school year; 
2. Students and families who transfer into the school district, at the 

time of enrollment; and 
3. All school district personnel who are responsible for enforcing this 

policy. 
B. The school district may post the policy on the school district’s 
website, in addition to providing the required written notification described 
above. 


